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the essence of the soul, but is to be understood only in
the sense of a law imposed by a foreign power. The social
will has no independent existence. It is a law coming to
the individual will from without, whether regarded as a moral
precept emanating directly from God, or as a principle of
external union among simple substances. The intuitionism
of Descartes and the English Intellectualists, and the
Leibnizian system of harmony, are simply different expres-
sions of the desire to moderate the psychical atomism main-
tained on theoretical grounds. Such devices, however, only
involved their authors in metaphysical contradictions, without
really meeting the ethical need.

Herbart must be credited with a resolute and consistent
rejection of all notions that were irreconcilable with the
conception of monads. He thus gave to psychical atomism
the only form in which it is metaphysically tenable. As
a result, the whole common psychical life of humanity was
a conception foreign to his metaphysics, which was deprived
of all relation with ethics. This was its death-sentence,
self-imposed. For if metaphysics has any purpose at all,
it is surely to solve in a coherent theory of the whole those
problems wh&h experience furnishes, but with which ex-
perience cannot competently deal. And in what realm of
experience can we find more problems, and problems of
greater urgency, than in ethics? The services of meta-
physics to psychology and natural science may always be
replaced by the hypotheses to which these empirical dis-
ciplines are guided by their own needs; but the conclusions
of ethics cannot be formed without a metaphysical con-
ception of man's psychical life as a whole.